
"Engaging Students with Blackboard"
miBUG Spring Meeting - Friday, March 18, 2011

Overview

Location: Grand Valley State University – Grand Rapids, MI

Date: 03/18/11

Time: 8:30 AM – 1:00PM (optional to join in until 3:30 PM and network into the evening)

Cost: This event is free to miBUG members.

Parking: Parking is also free  (sign-up on registration form). 

Wi-Fi: Available for FREE at the meeting (get access information at registration).

Program

8:30AM Arrival/Registration/Networking (Coffee, Tea and Assorted Pastries)

9:15AM miBUG meeting (Sponsored by Turning Technologies and Echo 360)

9:30AM-
10:10AM

Presentation on Highlights of Bb 9.1
(Matt Davis, Blackboard)

10:20AM
-11:05AM

Session 1
(Four Breakouts - A, B, C, & D choose ONE)

Breakout A - Promoting Student Engagement in an Asynchronous Culture

As educators, we are usually cognizant of shifts in student subculture; 
unfortunately, our application of conventional wisdom may lead us to an 
incomplete understanding of the impact of a shift on the efficacy of our 
pedagogical techniques.  Although students have access to many modes of 
instantaneous communication (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, text messaging) in their 
always on culture, many use these services to slow and control the rate of 
communication.  In this presentation, I will critique several techniques I use to 
engage students asynchronously (e.g. screencasts, online office hours, and 
website).  In the subsequent discussion, I would like to learn about your 
perceptions of the impacts of the always on cultural shift on your classes.   

Nathan Barrows, GVSU Chemistry Department
 
Breakout B - Using Tools that Students Use

Students use social media, video, search and mobile technologies to learn. Too 
often, we take them out of that environment and "deliver content" through a 
"learning management system." When is the last time you saw a student using a 
discussion board outside Blackboard? Join us as we explore how the latest 
version of Blackboard integrates blogs, wikis, journals, YouTube, instant 
messaging, mobile and other emerging technologies into the learning process.      

Garret Brand, GRCC Business Professor    
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Breakout C - Mobile Learn Deployment - Wayne State University

Sprint along, with Wayne State University, has just deployed Mobile Learn to both 
Students and Faculty. This Session will discuss deployment and the early 
results/take rate by students and faculty.  WSU will participate in the presentation 
via a WIMBA audio/video  conference.  WSU will share their deployment 
experiences, marketing activities, challenges, best practices and field questions 
with attendees.

Jeff Muglia, Sprint   

Breakout D - Partnerships Through the Using Blackboard Technology

This break out shares an example for how technology is useful in creating unique 
learning environments where community partners can serve as co-educators in 
classrooms that emphasize civically engaged curriculum like service-learning.     

Mursalata Muhammad, GRCC English Professor  

11:15AM
-12:00PM 

Session 2
(Four Breakouts - A, B, C, & D choose ONE)

Breakout A - Using Social Media in Teaching

Social media has been an explosive phenomenon in the past year, with millions of 
individuals and organizations using Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and other tools 
regularly.  These same tools have exciting pedagogical uses that can extend the 
classroom by enhancing the relationships students have with their professors, 
peers, professionals in their field, and current relevant literature.  The use of blogs, 
social networks, social bookmarking, aggregators, and topical networks will be 
discussed, as well as some of the cautions and concerns related to using social 
media for education.     

Tim Penning, GVSU School of Communications
      
Breakout B - Using a Building Block for Registering Clickers in Blackboard

Turning Technologies
  
Breakout C - Lecture Capture using Echo 360

Echo360, Blackboard Partner

Breakout D - Connect & Blackboard

This presentation will have three elements: First, there will be a demonstration of 
how McGraw-Hill's homework completion system called “Connect” works, for those 
who are not familiar with the system.  Second, there will be a transition into how 
other current users deploy the system. Third, the discussion focuses on what we 
have learned about how it will work inside Blackboard.  Also included in the 
discussion will be some comparisons with other systems. 

Dale Fowler, Central Michigan University      

12:00PM Lunch (Sponsored by Blackboard)
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    miBUG attendees! You are welcome to stay after the miBUG meeting and attend the GVSU 
10th Annual Teaching and Learning with Technology Symposium.

1:00 PM - Keynote: Dr. Punya Mishra
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM - "10th Annual Teaching and Learning with Technology Symposium" A 
display of a variety of e-poster sessions focusing on how technology is being integrated into 
teaching for enhancing learning.

Blackboard Partners and Vendors

A highlight of our user group community is the contributions of colleagues that present and 
share ideas at our meetings. We would also like to welcome: 

• Echo 360
• Sprint
• Turning Technologies
• Wimba

Campus Location

Grand Valley State University
Loosemore Auditorium
DeVos Center
401 West Fulton Street
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
http://www.gvsu.edu/operations/richard-m-devos-center-54.htm

Meeting contact at GVSU

Jayne Dissette, Academic Systems Supervisor
Email: dissettj@gvsu.edu
Phone: 616-331-5805
Information about Grand Valley State University – The Grand Rapids Campus is used for many 
conference events and there are several hotels within a few blocks.

We look forward to seeing you for our spring meeting!

Linda Wareck
Teaching Learning & Technology Center – TLTC Academic Technology Group/IT
Oakland Community College – Orchard Ridge Campus
Office: 248-522-3770
Email: lswareck@oaklandcc.edu 
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