
How to Be a Successful Student
– Evan Macklin, 
 Educational Support Professional for the Associate Dean, 
 senior at Grand Valley State University

Former President Theodore Roosevelt, once said, 
“Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.”  

“Do what you can…”

You are the only one that knows what you’re 
truly capable of. It is imperative for you to imagine 
goals that are short-term and long-term, but it’s 
even more important to keep those goals realistic. 
Though it’s possible, completing an associate
degree in one-year is not a sensible goal. Many 
of my goals were incongruous and comparable 
to the example above. What helped me?

“With what you have…”

When I started at GRCC in 2007, I made sure 
to attend a New Student Orientation Session. 
During the program, I learned about all of the 
resources that were available to me including, but 
not limited to, the following: academic and career 
counseling, free tutoring assistance, and student 
employment on campus. The advisor I met with 
at orientation helped me develop my goals and 
create an academic plan that supported those 
goals. In addition to the counseling services, what 
made me a successful student was having an 
on-campus job. As a student employee, you have 
the ability to build your work schedule around 

your class schedule. 
As the job title reads, 
you are a student fi rst, 
and an employee second. Supplemental to the 
fl exible schedule, was the opportunity to explore 
higher education as a future occupation. Also, it 
afforded me the freedom to network with many 
different staff and faculty around the campus. 
Intrigued by the atmosphere of higher education, 
I have recently changed my major at GVSU 
and will be obtaining a master’s in their Adult 
Education Program.

“Where you are.”

Many people determine success by the amount of 
money we earn, what size house we have or how 
many cars we own. I determine success by the 
value added to our community and the society in 
which we live. The best thing for our community 
is an educated society; so no matter where 
you are in the world or in life, invest in yourself 
through the form of education and professional 
development. Take advantage of the resources 
at your college and you will achieve success!
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Counseling, Advising 
and Retention Services
Location: 3rd Floor Student Center

Hours: Monday-Thursday: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
 Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Academic Foundations Program
(616) 234-3249
grcc.edu/academicfoundations

Academic Tutorial and 
Testing Services
Tutorial Services
232 Learning Center
(616) 234-4149
grcc.edu/academicsupport 

Testing Services 
325 Student Center 
(616) 234-3413
grcc.edu/assessment

Counseling and Career Center
(616) 234-3900
grcc.edu/counseling

Disability Support Services
(616) 234-4140
grcc.edu/disability

Occupational Support Programs
(616) 234-4155
grcc.edu/occupationalsupport

TRiO / Student Support Services
(616) 234-4150
grcc.edu/sss

imagine develop explore achieve

G R A N D  R A P I D S  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

Winter 2012

March 5-11  Mid-Semester Break

April 6-8 Spring Holiday

April 27  Commencement

Registration Dates for current and returning students

Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. using the Online Student Center at www.grcc.edu 

Summer 2012
February 15 36 Credits/Higher Earned
February 17 24 Credits/Higher Earned**
February 24 12 Credits/Higher Earned**
February 28 0-11 Credits/Higher Earned**
March 1 Open Enrollment 
 (New Students & Early College)*

Fall 2012
March 20 36 Credits/Higher Earned
March 27 24 Credits/Higher Earned**
March 30 12 Credits/Higher Earned**
April 3 0-11 Credits/Higher Earned**
May 8 Open Enrollment 
 (New Students and Early College)*
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Sponsored by Counseling, Advising & Retention Services and Student Financial Services

327 Student Center • (616) 234-3900 • www.grcc.edu/counseling 

Effective Note-Taking
Wednesday, February 29, 2012; 

5:00–6:00 p.m.
Frustrated with your current methods of taking 

notes? Learn and practice specifi c styles of 
taking notes in lecture as well as note taking 

techniques to use while reading.

Study Skills and 
Learning Styles
Tuesday, March 13, 2012; 

5:00–6:00 p.m.
What type of learner are you? 

Do you know that understanding your learning 
style can help you do better in classes? 

Come gain effective study techniques that
 are geared towards your learning style.

Test-Taking Anxiety
Wednesday, March 21, 2012;

2-3 p.m.
Do tests always sneak up on you, leaving 
you stressed out? Do your palms sweat 

and your heart race during a test? 
Learn strategies to make a difference!

Career Planning Basics
Wednesday, February 15, 2012; 

5:00–6:00 p.m.
This workshop covers the basics of career plan-
ning. Learn the step-by-step planning process 

and leave with a “next step” goal. 

Stress Relief
Thursday, February 16, 2012; 

2:00–3:00 p.m.

March 28, 2012; 
5:00–6:00 p.m.

Tips and techniques you can use to 
minimize your stress in school and life.

Successful 
Transfer-Planning
Monday, February 20, 2012; 

5:00–6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 20, 2012; 
10:30–11:30 a.m.

Planning to transfer on for a bachelor’s degree? 
Do you know when to apply for admissions, 

fi nancial aid, scholarships, housing and transfer 
student orientation? Join us to eliminate your 

confusion about transferring.

Choosing a Major
Tuesday, February 21, 2012; 

10:30–11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, March 14, 2012; 
2:00–3:00 p.m.

Learn the process to use to choose a major 
and ways to explore career options.

Non-Traditional 
Opportunities

Monday, March 19, 2012; 
2:00–3:00 p.m.

Crossing gender stereotypes through 
career opportunities.

Effective Parenting
Thursday, March 29, 2012; 2:00–3:00 p.m.
Child rearing can be a daunting and emotion-
ally challenging task. Learn about parenting 

styles and effective parenting skills.

Building Healthier 
Relationships
Monday, April 2, 2012; 

10:30–11:30 a.m.
Strengthen your relationships with family 

and friends with these healthy techniques.

Self-Esteem and 
Confidence

Wednesday, April 4, 2012; 
2:00–3:00 p.m.

Gain confi dence by learning techniques 
you can use to build self-esteem.

Preventing Procrastination
Tuesday, April 10, 2012; 

2:00–3:00 p.m.
Explore your own habits of “waiting until 

the last minute” and learn effective strategies 
to manage this common problem.

Final Exam Preparation
Wednesday, April 11, 2012; 

2:00–3:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 12, 2012; 
10:30–11:30 a.m. 

Learn to create a successful study plan for 
the end of the Fall semester and gain helpful 

tips for taking essay, multiple choice, 
short answer, and true-false tests.

All workshops are held in Room 366, Student Center. 


